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In 1915, Hemphill County con-
tracted with Canton Bridge Co. of 
Canton, Ohio to erect a bridge comprised 
of seventeen 153.5 pin-connected Parker 
through-truss spans. Completed in 1916, 
the bridge spanned 2,635’.

By the early 1920s, the bridge had be-
come part of SH 33 (now US 60/83) and 
fell under the jurisdiction of the  Texas 
Highway Department (now TxDOT). In 
1923, the river cut a new channel around 

the north end of the bridge, necessitating 
an extension on the bridge’s north end. 
The Highway Department oversaw the 
addition of four identical spans and an ap-
proach span to the north. The contractor 
for the addition was Austin Bridge Co. of 
Dallas, Texas. The project was completed 
in 1924 at a cost of $48,393, with the state 
funding 75% of this amount. With its ex-
tension, the total length of the bridge was 
now 3,255’.

In 1937, the Highway Department let a 
$64,839 maintenance contract to perform 
major repair work on the bridge. The 
project involved replacing the old timber 
flooring, removing the timber stringers 
underneath the deck and replacing them 
with steel stringers. Two truss mem-
bers and railing were straightened, and 
the floor system and trusses reinforced. 
The contract was awarded to Jensen Con-
struction Company of Austin, Texas, and 
the work was completed in September of 
1938.

In February of 1951, a $904,505 con-
tract was let to build a new bridge ad-
jacent to the old structure. Two months 
later, one of the old spans collapsed as a 
10-ton carryall traversed the bridge. Tx-
DOT let a $20,124 maintenance contract 
in May of 1951 to repair the old bridge  
even while the new one was still under 
construction. The repair work was com-
pleted in one month. In August of 1952, 
another span on the old bridge was dam-
aged, and a second $4,840 contract was 
let to return the bridge to service. The 
new bridge was completed in July of 1953, 

and the old bridge decommissioned and 
later deeded to Hemphill County.

This bridge is considered National 
Register-eligible under the State Histor-
ic Bridge Inventory conducted jointly by 
TxDOT and the Texas Historical Com-
mission. The bridge is important for its 
role in serving local and regional trans-
portation. It was also a major engineer-
ing accomplishment. The bridge’s 3,255 
foot length made it the longest metal 
truss bridge in the state at the time. The 
bridge’s 1923 trusses were also the lat-
est example of pin-connected metal truss 
spans in the state, having now been al-
most completely replaced by riveted con-
nections. Sponsors of this renovation proj-
ect were unable to confirm the existence 
of longer bridges, built with similar con-
struction methods in the state of Texas.

Over 75 years ago, visitors and towns-
people alike gathered in Hemphill Coun-
ty to celebrate the re-opening of the mas-
sive steel bridge. The bridge—the larg-
est steel structure west of the Mississippi 
after its completion in 1916—had fallen 
victim to the raging waters of what once 
was the mighty Canadian River. Admir-
ers celebrated its return on July 4, 1924, 
with food, parades, and dancing. On July 
1, 2000, after five years of hard work, the 
Canadian River Wagon Bridge was again 
reopened, restored as part of a new sce-
nic hiking and biking trail over the Cana-
dian River Valley and wetlands habitat. 
It is great for walking, jogging, bird and 
wildlife viewing, or just taking a leisurely 
stroll.
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Welcome
to Canadian!

We’re so glad that you 
have decided to spend some time in 
the community that is so very special 
to all of us.  Whether you’re visiting for 
the weekend, returning for one of our 
annual celebrations, or moving into our 
community, your friends and neighbors 
in Canadian welcome you to our “Oasis 
on the Prairie.”

While in Canadian, make sure to 
visit our many area attractions.  The 
River Valley Pioneer Museum tells the 
tales of years gone by in our area and 
often serves as an exhibit hall for local 
artists.  The Citadelle Art Museum, 
opened to the public in May of 2009, 
houses a world-renowned collection of 
art.  Work up your appetite by taking 
a walk on the historic Canadian River 
Wagon Bridge or by strolling around the 
paths at beautiful Lake Marvin.  Don’t 
exhaust yourself in the great outdoors 
for too long because Canadian is home 
to many unique retail shops that you 
won’t want to miss!

After a busy day of sight-seeing and 
shopping, you’ll want to recharge at 
one of our many excellent restaurants 
and then head to the Palace Theatre, 
celebrating 100 years in 2009, where 
they feature fi rst-run movies using 
world premier digital projection and 
sound technology.

Of course, you might not have time 
to see all that Canadian has to offer in 
just one visit, so we hope you will come 
back to see us soon!  If we can ever 
provide you with more information 
about Canadian or answer any of your 
questions, please stop by to see us or give 
us a call at the Canadian Visitors’ Center 
located downtown on highway 60-83.

Tamera Julian, Director
Canadian Chamber of 

Commerce and EDC 

NOTE: We are currently in the process 
of reprinting our ‘offi cial’ visitors’ 
guide.  Please give us a call (806.323.6234 
or 323.5397) or send an email to us at 
canadiantx@sbcglobal.net so that we can 
share the complete guide with you.  
In the meantime, we hope that this 
informational packet will provide you 
with the information you need to enjoy 
some of Canadian’s best sites!


