LIVES &
TIMES

OF THE HISTORIC
CANADIAN RIVER

WALKING BRIDGE

1IN 1915, HEMPHILL COUNTY CON-
TRACTED with Canton Bridge Co. of
Canton, Ohio to erect a bridge comprised
of seventeen 153.5 pin-connected Parker
through-truss spans. Completed in 1916,
the bridge spanned 2,635'.

By the early 1920s, the bridge had be-
come part of SH 33 (now US 60/83) and
fell under the jurisdiction of the Texas
Highway Department (now TxDOT). In
1923, the river cut a new channel around
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the north end of the bridge, necessitating
an extension on the bridge’s north end.
The Highway Department oversaw the
addition of four identical spans and an ap-
proach span to the north. The contractor
for the addition was Austin Bridge Co. of
Dallas, Texas. The project was completed
in 1924 at a cost of $48,393, with the state
funding 75% of this amount. With its ex-
tension, the total length of the bridge was
now 3,255’

In 1937, the Highway Department let a
$64,839 maintenance contract to perform
major repair work on the bridge. The
project involved replacing the old timber
flooring, removing the timber stringers
underneath the deck and replacing them
with steel stringers. Two truss mem-
bers and railing were straightened, and
the floor system and trusses reinforced.
The contract was awarded to Jensen Con-
struction Company of Austin, Texas, and
the work was completed in September of
1938.

In February of 1951, a $904,505 con-
tract was let to build a new bridge ad-
jacent to the old structure. Two months
later, one of the old spans collapsed as a
10-ton carryall traversed the bridge. Tx-
DOT let a $20,124 maintenance contract
in May of 1951 to repair the old bridge
even while the new one was still under
construction. The repair work was com-
pleted in one month. In August of 1952,
another span on the old bridge was dam-
aged, and a second $4,840 contract was
let to return the bridge to service. The
new bridge was completed in July of 1953,
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and the old bridge decommissioned and
later deeded to Hemphill County.

This bridge is considered National
Register-eligible under the State Histor-
ic Bridge Inventory conducted jointly by
TxDOT and the Texas Historical Com-
mission. The bridge is important for its
role in serving local and regional trans-
portation. It was also a major engineer-
ing accomplishment. The bridge’s 3,255
foot length made it the longest metal
truss bridge in the state at the time. The
bridge’s 1923 trusses were also the lat-
est example of pin-connected metal truss
spans in the state, having now been al-
most completely replaced by riveted con-
nections. Sponsors of this renovation proj-
ect were unable to confirm the existence
of longer bridges, built with similar con-
struction methods in the state of Texas.

Over 75 years ago, visitors and towns-
people alike gathered in Hemphill Coun-
ty to celebrate the re-opening of the mas-
sive steel bridge. The bridge—the larg-
est steel structure west of the Mississippi
after its completion in 1916—had fallen
vietim to the raging waters of what once
was the mighty Canadian River. Admir-
ers celebrated its return on July 4, 1924,
with food, parades, and dancing. On July
1, 2000, after five years of hard work, the
Canadian River Wagon Bridge was again
reopened, restored as part of a new sce-
nic hiking and biking trail over the Cana-
dian River Valley and wetlands habitat.
It is great for walking, jogging, bird and
wildlife viewing, or just taking a leisurely
stroll.



